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Guide to pronunciation

From “Sri Suktam with Samputita Sri Suktam.’

(Karunamayi, Sri Sri Sri Vijayesari Devi. Sri Suktam with Samputita Sri Suktam.
Banglaore: Sri Matrudevi Viswashanthi Ashram Trust, 2004.)

»

This guide is based on American pronunciation of words, and is therefore not a perfect
representation of Sanskrit sounds.

Sanskrit Vowels

i)

—— D 8O

= Q1

=

a

ai
au

like a in nap

like a in father

like ay in may

like i in pin

like ee in sweet

like o in rose

like u in put

like oo in food

pronounce as a faint echoing of the previous vowel; e.g. ah: would
be pronounced *“aha”; ih: would be pronounced “ihi”; uh: would be
pronounced “uhu”; etc.

like ai in aisle

like ow in cow

Sanskrit Consonants

b
bh
ch
d
dh

g

like b in bird

like b h in job hunt
like pinch

like d in dove

like d h in good heart
like good
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gh like g h in log hut

h like h in hot

j like j in job

jh like dgeh in hedgehog

ji like ng y in sing your

k like k in kite

kh like ck h in black hat

1 like1in love

m like m in mother

il like n in pinch

p like p in soap

ph like ph in up hill

r rolled like a Spanish or Italian “r”

s like s in sun

$ sometimes like s in sun, sometimes like “sya” sound
t like rt in heart

th like t h in fat hat

v like v in love, sometimes like w in world
y like y in yes

*t, th, d, dh, and n should be pronounced with the tongue placed against the
protruding slightly beyond the upper teeth.
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thiru nyana-sambanthar swamigal’s

thévaram pathigam — song 3.022
(“thiru-panchakshara-pathigam”)

thunj-salum — thunj-sali-latha — pol-thinum
nenj-sakam-nainthu — ninai-min — na-dorum
vanj-sakam-atrru-adi — valtha-vantha — kiitru
anj-savu — thai-thana — anjseluth-thumé 1

People of this world! When you are asleep and when you are awake —
Meditate daily on the paiicaksharam mantra (om nama sivaya), and your hearts will become
tender losing its hardness —

When markkantéyan sang benediction on the feet on Civan without deception —
the manthiram consisting of five letters kicked the God of Death who come to take away his life
(markkantéyan’s) and to be struck with fear.

manthira-nan-marai — aki — va-navar
sinthai-yul — nin-ravar — thammai-alvana
sen-thalal-ompiya — semmai — véthi-yarku
anthi-yul — man-thiram — anjseluth-thumé 2

Being the manthiram and the four vétams, the panicaksharam includes all this and is the protégé of
the celestials, being permanent in their thoughts,

The five letters are the manthiram in the three parts of the day, morning, noon and evening, for the
Brahmins who are upright and who maintain three kinds of fire.
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oonil — uyir-pai — odukki — onsudar

nyana — vilak-kinai — étri-nan-pulath-thu
énai — vali-thiranthu — éthu-varkku
(idar)anar — kedup-pana — anjseluth-thumé 3

Restraining the breath in the body,

lighting the lamp of knowledge of divine wisdom which has a bright flame;
opening the other path of good knowledge -

The five letters, thus, destroys the sufferings of those who praise Civan

nallavar-theeyar — enathu — nach-chinar
sellal-kéda — siva-mukthi — kattuva
kola-naman-thamar — kondu-pom — idathu
allal — kedu-pana — anjseluth-thumé 4

That which shows the path to salvation;

That which is auspicious after destroying the afflictions of those who chant with
desire, without any distinction - whether they be good or bad people;

The five letters, thus, destroys the sufferings when the messengers of the god of death
carry you & torture you.
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kon-galar — man-mathan — vali — aintha-gathu
angula — pitha-mum — anjsa — aimpolil
thangara — vinpadam — anjsum — tham-mudai
angai-yil — eye-viral — anjseluth-thumé 5

The arrows of the strong matan, which have fragrance spreading, are five in number;

The elements which are inside one’s self are five in number,

The divine gardens in heaven are five; as are the hoods of the cobras which stay in Civan's body;
There are five fingers in the beautiful hands of those who recite manthirams,

Just like all the above, the manthiram of Civan consists of five letters.

thummal — irumal — thodarntha — pol-thinum
vemmai-narakam — villain-tha — pol-thinum
immai — vinai-adarthu — éthum — pol-thinum
ammai-yi — nun-thunai — anjseluth-thumé. 6

When we sneeze and cough,

When we have to experience the cruel suffering of hell,

When the acts we did (karmas) attack us in this birth,

The salvation for us in this life (and the next) is the ceaseless chanting of the five-letter
manthiram.
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veedu-pirappai — aruth-thu — mech-chinar
peedai-kedu-pana — pinnai — nadorum
madu-kodu-pana — mannu — ma-nadam
adi — ukka-pana — anjseluth-thumé 7

That which destroys the misery of those who desire salvation getting rid of birth;
That which gives wealth daily afterwards,

That which is permanent;

That which peforms the great dance;

Is the manthiram consisting of five letters desired by Civan.

van-damar-othi — madan-thai — pé-nina
pandai-iravanan — padi — uyn-thana
thondarkal-kondu — thuthi-tha-pin — avarkku
andam — ali-pana — anjseluth-thumé 8

That which is cherished with love by the lady -

who has tresses of hair on which bees settle;

That which is the cause of iravanan singing them and saving himself;
Is the five-lettered manthiram.

[cf-namaccivaya patikam - Nyanacampantar, here grants rule over the many
universes if the devotee recites them as their duty and praises Civan.]
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kar-vanan-nan-mugan — kanu-that — kona
seervana-sévadi — sevvi — nadorum
pérvanam-pési — pitha-trrum — piththar-katku
arvana — mavana — anjseluth-thumé 9

To those devotees who praise many a time daily uttering the name of Civan - the one with the red

feet
which have the fame of not being seen by Mal - who has colour of the sable cloud and Piraman of
four faces.

Those who chant the five-lettered manthiram have the nature of enjoying themselves in endless
bliss.

puthar-saman-kalu — kaiyar — poy-kola
sithath-thavarkal — thelin-thu — thérina
vithaga-neerani-var — vinai-pa-gai — ku
athira — mavana — anjseluth-thumé 10

Those who do not accept the false doctrines of puthar (buddhists) and camanar (jains) - who held
in their hands the stakes for impaling, were very clear in their minds - they intended to use those
weapons to beat their enemies (Siva devotees) who adorned their bodies with sacred ash - which
is capable of destroying all sins.
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natramil-nyana — sampanthan — nan-marai
katravan-kaliyar — mannan — un-niya
atramil-malai — eerain-thum — anjse-luthu
utrana-val-lavar — umpa — ra-varé 11

Nyana-sambanthan who has the knowledge of refined sweet Tamil - who has learnt
the four véthams,

And is the Chief of the inhabitants of Kali;

Those who recite this poetic garland, which contain the greatness of the five-lettered
manthiram;

Will after this life go on to become celestials (devas).

Thiruchitrambalam
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thévaram pathigam references: for information about the life of saint thiru nyana-sambanthar &
Online:

- www.projectmadurai.org

his complete works, visit:

. . . . .skand tha.org/deities/siva/i /27.
www.shaivam.org/tamil/thirumurai/thiru03_022.htm WWW.SKANdagurunding. org/detlies SIva/nayanars/« /. asp

.
. www.tamil.net/projectmadurai/pub/pm0173/tevaram3a. html
. www.thevaaram.org

Texts:
*  Aiyar, Subramanya V.M. “Digital Tevaram.” French Institute of Pondicherry (IFP). CD-ROM. August 2006.
= Karunamayi, Sri Sri Sri Vijayesari Devi. Sri Suktam with Samputita Sri Suktam.

Banglaore: Sri Matrudevi Viswashanthi Ashram Trust, 2004.)
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