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Guide to pronunciation
= From “Sri Suktam with Samputita Sri Suktam.’

(Karunamayi, Sri Sri Sri Vijayesari Devi. Sri Suktam with Samputita Sri Suktam.
Banglaore: Sri Matrudevi Viswashanthi Ashram Trust, 2004.)

s

This guide is based on American pronunciation of words, and is therefore not a perfect
representation of Sanskrit sounds.

Sanskrit Vowels
like a in nap
like a in father
like ay in may
like i in pin
like ee in sweet
like o in rose
like w in put
like oo in food
a pronounce as a faint echoing of the previous vowel; e.g. ah: would
be pronounced “aha”; ih: would be pronounced “ihi”; uh: would be
pronounced “uhu”; etc.
ai like ai in aisle
au like ow in cow

i)

e ]

=l — I — =]

Sanskrit Consonants

b like b in bird

bh like b h in job hunt
ch like pinch

d like d in dove

dh like d h in good heart
g like good

gh like g h in log hut
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h like h in hot

j like j in job

jh like dgeh in hedgehog

ji like ng y in sing your

k like k in Kite

kh like ck h in black hat

1 like 1in love

m like m in mother

il like n in pinch

p like p in soap

ph like ph in up hill

r rolled like a Spanish or Italian “r”

s like s in sun

$ sometimes like s in sun, sometimes like *sya” sound
t like rt in heart

th like t h in fat hat

v like v in love, sometimes like w in world
y like y in yes

*t, th, d, dh, and n should be pronounced with the tongue placed against the
protruding slightly beyond the upper teeth.
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*  Tamil unicode lyrics & English meanings
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(Hymn 1: Sivan's way of old (or) Sivan's Course from Everlasting)

| SALUTATIONS ||

namach-chivaya-valga nathan thal-valga *
imaip-poluthum-en-nenjil neen-ga-than thal-valga *
kogali-anda guru-manithan thal-valga
agamam-agi-ninru an-ippan thal-valga
égan-anégan iraivan adi-valga 5

Hail, the five letters! Hail, foot of the Lord!

Hail, foot of Him Who not for an instant quits my heart!

Hail, foot of the Guru-pearl that rules in Gogali!

Hail, foot of Him Who becomes, abides, draws near as the agamam!
Hail, foot of Him, the One, the Not-One, and the King!

végam-keduthu-anda vénthan adi-velga
pirap-parukkum-pinya-aganthan péy-galal gal-velga
puran-tharkku-séyon-than poon-galal gal-velga
karan-guvivar-ul-magilum kon-galal gal-velga
siram-guvivar-ongu-vikkum seeron-kalal velga * 10

Victory to the foot of the King, who soothed my soul's unrest and made me His!
Victory to the jewelled foot of Pinnagan, who severs continuity of birth!
Victory to the flower-foot of Him Who is far from those without!

Victory to the anklets of the King, rejoicing 'mid those that fold adoring hands!
Victory to the anklets of the glorious One, who uplifts those that bow the head!
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eesan-adipotri enthai adi-potri
thésan-adipotri sivan-sévadi potri
néyathé-ninra nimalan adi-potri
maya-pirappu-arukkum mannan adi-potri
seerar-perunthurai-nam thévan adi-potri 15
aratha-inbam arulum malai-potri

Praise to the foot of Sivan! Praise to my Father's foot!

Praise to the foot of the Teacher! Praise to Sivan's roseate foot!
Praise to the foot of the Stainless, who in love stood near!
Praise to the foot of the King, who cuts off delusive birth!
Praise to the foot of glorious Perun-turrai's God!

Praise to the Mount, in grace affording pleasures that cloy not!

| INTRODUCTION ||

sivan-avan-en sinthaiyul ninra-athanal
avan-arul-alé avan-thal vanangi *

sinthai-magila siva-puranam thannai *
munthai-vinai-muluthum oya uraippan-yan. * 20

Because He, Sivan, within my thought abides,

By His grace alone, bowing before His feet,

With joyous thought, Sivan's 'Ways of Old' I'll tell,
That thus my former 'deeds' may wholly pass.
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|| HE FOUND THE MASTER ||
meyyé-un-pon-adigal kan-dinru vee-dutrén *
uyya-en-ullathul ongara-may ninra
meyya-vimala vidaip-paga véthan-gal
aiya-ena-vongi alnthu-aganra nun-niyané 35

kan-uthalan-than-karunai kan-gatta van-théythi
ennu-thatku-etta elar-kalal irain-ji
vin-irainthu-man-irainthu mikkay vilan-koliyay,
en-iranthu-ellai ila-thané nin-perumseer
polla-vinaiyén-pugalu-maru onru-ariyén 25
Truly, seeing Thy golden feet this day, I've gained release.
O Truth! as the ongaram dwelling in my soul,

That I may 'scape. O spotless one! O Master of the bull!
Lord of the Vedas! Rising, sinking, spreading, subtile One!

1 came, attained the grace the 'Brow-eyed' showed,

Adored the beauteous foot by thought unreached.

O Thou, Who fill'st the heaven, Who fill'st the earth, art manifested light,
Transcending thought, Thou boundless One! Thy glory great

1, man of evil 'deeds’ know not the way to praise! _ . _ _ ] _
veyyay, thaniyay, iyamana-nam vimala

I HIS VARIOUS EMBODIMENTS || . poya-yina-ellam poy-agala van-tharuli *
pullagi-pooday pulu-vay mara-magi mey-nyana-magi milir-kinra mey-chudaré
pal-viruga-magi paravai-yay pam-bay * en-nyanam-illathé ninpa peru-mané
kallay-mani-tharay péyay kanan-galay * an-nyanam-thannai agal-vikkum nal-arivé * 40
val-asurar-agi muni-varay thé-varay *

sella-ninra ith-thavara sanga-mathul * 30 Thou art the heat! and Thou the cold! the Master Thou, O spotless One!
ella-pirappum piran-thilai-thén, em-peruman * Thou cam'st in grace, that all things false might flee,
True Wisdom, gleaming bright in splendour true,
Grass was I, shrub was I, worm, tree, To me, void of all wisdom, blissful Lord!
Full many a kind of beast, bird, snake, O Wisdom fair, causing unwisdom' self to flee far off!

Stone, man, and demon. 'Midst Thy hosts I served.
The form of mighty Asuras, ascetics, gods I bore.
Within these immobile and mobile forms of life,

In every species born, weary I've grown, great Lord!
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|| SIVAN’S FIVE OPERATIONS ||

akkam-alavu-iruthi ill-lay, anai-thulagum *
akku-vay-kap-pay al-lippay arul-tharu-vay *
pokku-vay-ennai pugu-vippay nin-tholumpin
na-trathin-néri-yay, séyay, nani-yané
matram-manam-kaliya ninra marai-yoné 45

Thou know'st no increase, measure, end! All worlds

Thou dost create, protect, destroy, enrich with grace,
Release. Thou causest me to enter 'mid Thy servant band.
More subtile Thou than fragrance. Thou'art afar, art near.
Thou art the Mystic word, transcending word and thought.

karantha-pal-kannal-odu ney-kalan-tha pola
siran-thadiyar-sin-thanaiyul thén-oori ninru
pirantha-pira-parukkum engal-peruman

As when are mingled milk, sweet juice of cane and butter,

Thou dost distil, like honey, in the thought of glorious devotees,

And cuttest off the continuity of births - our mighty One!

|| HUMAN EMBODIMENT AND ENLIGHTENMENT BY GRACE ||
niran-galor-ain-thudai-yay, vinorgal étha
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marain-thida-moodiya maya irulai
aram-pavam-ennum arum-kayi-tral katti
puram-thol-porthu engum pulal-lukku moodi,
malam-sorum-onpathu vayil-kudilai
malanga-pula-nainthum van-janai-yai seyya, 55

1 lay, hidden amid illusion's shrouding gloom.

Thou binding with rare cords of virtue and of sin,

Didst clothe with outer skin, enveloping with worms and filth, -
Within my nine-gated dwelling foul bewildered,

By the five senses sore deceived, -

vilangu-manathal, vimala unakku *
kalantha-anbagi kasinthu ul-urugum
nalam-than-ilatha siri-yétku-nalgi
nilam-than-mél-van-tharuli neel-galal-gal katti, *
nayit-kadai-yay kidantha-adiyétku * 60
thayit-sirantha thaya-ana thath-thuvané *

To me, mean as I was, with no good thing, Thou didst grant grace,
That I, with mind erewhile embruted, - pure one! - should

Become commingling love, in soul-subduing rapture melt!

Thou cam'st in grace on this same earth, didst show Thy mighty feet

marain-thirun-thay, em-peruman val-vinaiyén thannai 50 To me who lay mere slave, - meaner than any dog,

Thou hast the colours five! While heavenly ones extolled

éssential grace more precious than a mother's love!

Thou didst lie hid, our mighty Lord! In the strong grasp of deeds,
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|| EPITHETS OF PRAISE ||

masatra-sothi malarn-tha malar-chudaré
thésané-thénar amuthé siva-purané
pasa-mam patru-ruthu parik-kum ari-yané
nésa-arul-purinthu nenjil vanjam-keda 65

Spotless splendour! Brightness of full-blown flower!

O Teacher! Honied ambrosia! Lord of Siva-town!

O venerated One, Guardian, Looser of Pacam’s tie,

Working in grace of love, that in my mind delusion may die out!

pérathu-ninra perun-karunai pé-raré
ara-amuthé ala-vila pem-mané
ora-thar-ullathu olikkum-oliyané
neeray-urukki en ar-uyir-ay nin-rané
inbamum-thunbamum illané ullané 70

Great river of exceeding tenderness, with ceaseless flow!
Ambrosia that satiates not! Infinite, almighty Lord!

Light unseen that lurks within the souls that sought Thee not!
Thou Who abidest in my soul, till melting waters flow!

Thou Who art without pleasure or pain, Who yet hast both!
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anbarukku-anbané yavai-yumay allai-yumam *
sothiyané-thun-nirulé thon-ra peru-maiyané *
athiyané-antham nadu-vagi allané
eer-thennai-atkonda enthai-perumané

koortha-mey-nyanath-thal kondunar-var tham-garuthil 75

Loving to loving ones! éffulgent One, Who all things art,

And their negation too! Great Master, whom no darkness gathers round!

First One, Thou'rt énd and Midst, and art devoid of these!
Father, Lord, Who drew'st, and mad'st me Thine!
éye of the minds that see by keenest glance of wisdom true,

nokkariya-nokké nunuku-ariya nun-nunarvé
pokkum-varavum punarvum-ila pun-niyané
kakkum-en-kavalané kan-bariya pér-oliyé
atru-inba-vellamé atha-mikkay ninra
thotra-sudar-oliyay sollatha nun-nunar-vay 80 -

Hard to be eyed! Subtle understanding, none can scrutinize!
Holy! Who comest not, nor goest, nor mingling liv'st!
Guardian who guardest us! Great Light whom none can see!
Flood of delight! Father! Light of all passing splendours
That appear! Unutterably subtle Intellect!
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matra-ma-vai-yagathin vev-véré vanthu-arivam
thétrané-thétra thelivé-en sinthanai-ul
ootrana-unnar amuthé udaiyané

Of all that in this world diverse pronounced as truth
Is known, Thou art the knowledge sure! Full certitude!
Precious ambrosia, fountain welling up within! My Owner Thou!

|| PASSIONATE INVOCATION ||
vétru-vigara vidaku-udambin ul-gidappa
atrén-em-aiya arané-o-en-renru 85

I can't endure, our Guru, in this changing straitened frame to 'bide.
Aran! All Thy saints made true invoke Thee,

potri-pugal-irunthu poy-gettu mey-yanar *
meettu-ingu-vanthu vinaip-piravi saramé *
kalla-pulak-kurambai kattalikka val-lané
nal-irulil-nattam payin-radum nathané
thillai-ul-koothané then-bandi nat-tané 90

Worshipping abide, and praising Thee, from falsehood freed,
Hither return no more! That deeds and birth cling not,

To sever bonds of this deceitful sensuous frame the might is Thine!
Lord who dost dance, trampling dense darkness down!

Dancer in Thillai! Dweller in the Southern Pandi land!
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allal-piravi arup-pané o enru *
sollat-kariyanai solli thiru-vadikkeel
solliya-pattin porul-unarnthu solluvar *
selvar-siva-purathin ullar sivan-adikkeel
pallorum étha paninthu. 95

Thou Who dost cut off evil birth! - Adoring ever, Thee thy name,
Whom words declare not; then 'NEATH THY SACRED FEET
THEY LEARN THE MEANING OF THEIR SONG. The blessed ones
In Sivan's town who dwell, - full many a one, - beneath

The feet of Sivan, lowly bending utter praise.
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thiruvasakam pathigam references: for information about the life of saint manikkavasakar & his

Online:

complete works, visit:

www.projectmadurai.or: L. . .
proj g - www.skandagurunatha.org/deities/siva/nayanars/manikkavasagar.asp

. www.shaivam.org/siddhanta/thivapop1.htm

. www.skandagurunatha.org/deities/siva/thirumurai/8
. www.thevaaram.org
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