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Guide to pronunciation

From “Sri Suktam with Samputita Sri Suktam.’

(Karunamayi, Sri Sri Sri Vijayesari Devi. Sri Suktam with Samputita Sri Suktam.
Banglaore: Sri Matrudevi Viswashanthi Ashram Trust, 2004.)

»

This guide is based on American pronunciation of words, and is therefore not a perfect
representation of Sanskrit sounds.

Sanskrit Vowels

i)

—— D 8O

= Q1

=

a

ai
au

like a in nap

like a in father

like ay in may

like i in pin

like ee in sweet

like o in rose

like u in put

like oo in food

pronounce as a faint echoing of the previous vowel; e.g. ah: would
be pronounced *“aha”; ih: would be pronounced “ihi”; uh: would be
pronounced “uhu”; etc.

like ai in aisle

like ow in cow

Sanskrit Consonants

b
bh
ch
d
dh

g

like b in bird

like b h in job hunt
like pinch

like d in dove

like d h in good heart
like good
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gh like g h in log hut

h like h in hot

j like j in job

jh like dgeh in hedgehog

ji like ng y in sing your

k like k in kite

kh like ck h in black hat

1 like1in love

m like m in mother

il like n in pinch

p like p in soap

ph like ph in up hill

r rolled like a Spanish or Italian “r”

s like s in sun

$ sometimes like s in sun, sometimes like “sya” sound
t like rt in heart

th like t h in fat hat

v like v in love, sometimes like w in world
y like y in yes

*t, th, d, dh, and n should be pronounced with the tongue placed against the
protruding slightly beyond the upper teeth.
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thiru nyana-sambanthar swamigal’s
thévaram pathigam — song 1.010

(“thiru-anna-malai”)
"  English meaning courtesy of Kingsbury, F. et al.

unna-mulai — umaiyal-odum — udana-kiya — oruvan
penna-kiya — peruman-malai — thiruma-mani — thikala
man-narn-thana — aru-vith-thiral — ma-la-lai-mula — vathi-rum
anna-malai — tholuvar-vinai — valuva-vannam — arumé. 1

He is our only Lord, conjoined still; To her whose breast no sucking lips have known.
They who in Annamalai’s holy hill; Where falling waters noisy chatter down,
And the hill glistens gem-like, bow before, Our great one who is lord and lady too,

Unfailingly for them shall be no more; Dread fruit of good and bad deeds they may do.

théman-gani — kaduvan-kola — vidu-kom-podu — theen-di
thiima-malai — thuruvan-misai — siru-nun-thuli — si-thara
amam-pinai — anai-um-polil — anna-malai — annal
puman-kalal — punai-sévadi — ninai-var-vinai — ila-ré. 2

peelim-mayil — pedai-odurai — polil-siil-kalai — muth-than
silim-mani — tharai-mél-nirai — soriyum-viri — saral
alim-malai — thavalum-polil — anna-malai — annal
kalan-vali — tholai-sévadi — tholu-var-ana — pugalé. 3
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uthirum-mayi — riduven-dalai — kalana-vulak — ellam
ethirum-pali — unala-kavum — eruthé-ruva — thal-lal
muthirum-sadai — ilaven-pirai — mudi-mél-kola — adimél
athirum-kalal — adigal-kidam — anna-malai — athuvé. 4

maravanj-silai — thara-lam-miku — maniyum-thuvel — aruvi
aravanj-seya — muravam-padum — anna-malai — annal
uravanj-sadai — ulavum-punal — udana-vathum — o-rar
kuravan-gamal — naru-men-kulal — umaipul-kuthal — gu-na-mé. 5

perukum-punal — anna-malai — piraisér-kadal — nanjsai
parukum-thanai — thunivar-podi — anivar-athu — parugi
karukum-mida — rudai-yar-kamal — sadaiyar-kalal — paravi
urukum-manam — udaiyar-thama — kuru-noy-adai — avé. 6

kariga-lana — kudar-kol-vana — kalu-ka-diya — kat-til
nariya-diya — naku-ven-dalai — uthai-un-davai — u-ru-la
eriya-diya — irai-vark-kidam — ina-van-disai — mu-ra-la
ariya-diya — kanna-lodum — anna-malai — athu-vé. 7
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olira-puli — athala-daiyan — umai-yanj-suthal — po-rut-tal
pili-ri-kural — matha-var-anam — vatha-nam-pidi — thu-rith-thu
vel-iri-pada — vilai-ya-diya — vikir-than-nira — van-anai
alariui-pada — adarth-than-idam — anna-malai — athuvé. 8

vilavar-kani — pada-nar-iya — kadal-vann-anum — vétha
kilar-tham-arai — malar-mél-urai — kédil-pugal-onum
alava-vanam — ala-la-kiya — anna-malai — annal
thala-ra-mulai — muru-val-umai — thalai-van-nadi — sarané. 9

vér-van-thura — masiar-thara — veyil-nin-rulal — varum
mar-vam-puthai — mali-see-vara — marai-ya-varu — varum
aram-par-tham — uraikol-lan-min — anna-malai — annal
kiirven-malu — padai-yan-nala — kalal-sér-vathu gunamé. 10

vem-pun-thiya — kathiro-noli — vila-kum-viri — saral
ampun-thimi — ve-yil-ey-thavan — anna-malai — adha-nai

kompun-thuva — kuyila-luva — kulir-kali-yul — nyana
sampan-thana — thamil-vallavar — adipén-uthal — thava-mé.

Thiruchitrambalam
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thévaram pathigam references: for information about the life of saint thiru nyana-sambanthar &
Online:

- www.projectmadurai.org

his complete works, visit:

. . . www.skandagurunatha.org/deities/siva/nayanars/27.as,
. www.shaivam.org/tamil/thiru01.htm 8 8 Y P

. www.thevaaram.org

Texts:
] Karunamayi, Sri Sri Sri Vijayesari Devi. Sri Suktam with Samputita Sri Suktam.
Bangalore: Sri Matrudevi Viswashanthi Ashram Trust, 2004.

»  Kingsbury, F. et al. Hymns of the Tamil Saivite Saints.
London: Oxford University Press, 1921.
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