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Guide to pronunciation

From “Sri Suktam with Samputita Sri Suktam.’

(Karunamayi, Sri Sri Sri Vijayesari Devi. Sri Suktam with Samputita Sri Suktam.
Banglaore: Sri Matrudevi Viswashanthi Ashram Trust, 2004.)

»

This guide is based on American pronunciation of words, and is therefore not a perfect
representation of Sanskrit sounds.

Sanskrit Vowels

i)

—— D 8O

= Q1

=

a

ai
au

like a in nap

like a in father

like ay in may

like i in pin

like ee in sweet

like o in rose

like u in put

like oo in food

pronounce as a faint echoing of the previous vowel; e.g. ah: would
be pronounced *“aha”; ih: would be pronounced “ihi”; uh: would be
pronounced “uhu”; etc.

like ai in aisle

like ow in cow

Sanskrit Consonants

b
bh
ch
d
dh

g

like b in bird

like b h in job hunt
like pinch

like d in dove

like d h in good heart
like good
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gh like g h in log hut

h like h in hot

j like j in job

jh like dgeh in hedgehog

ji like ng y in sing your

k like k in kite

kh like ck h in black hat

1 like1in love

m like m in mother

il like n in pinch

p like p in soap

ph like ph in up hill

r rolled like a Spanish or Italian “r”

s like s in sun

$ sometimes like s in sun, sometimes like “sya” sound
t like rt in heart

th like t h in fat hat

v like v in love, sometimes like w in world
y like y in yes

*t, th, d, dh, and n should be pronounced with the tongue placed against the
protruding slightly beyond the upper teeth.
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thiru nyana-sambanthar swamigal’s
thévaram pathigam — song 1.067

(“thiru-palanam”)
"  English meaning courtesy of Kingsbury, F. et al.

védham-odhi — vennool-poondu - vellai-yeru-dhé-ri
poodhan-soola — poliya-varuvar - puliyin-uri-dholar
nadha-enavum - nakka-enavum - namba-ena-ninru
padham-dholuvar — pavam-theer-par — palana-naga-raré. 1

Holy Vedas chanting; Sacred thread He wears, All His hosts surround Him
Whom the white bull bears. Cometh He in splendour, Tiger-skin attired.
“Lord, our naked beggar Above all desired,” Cry ye in your worship,

At His feet appeal. All your sin will heal. Dwells He aye in Thiru-Palanam

kanmét-kannum - sadaimét-pirai-yum - udai-yar-kala-nai
punna-rudhira — medhira-roda — ponra-puran-tha-lal

enna-thu-thai-tha — endhai-peruman — imavan-maga-lodum

pannar-kalivan — tarai-poon-solai — palana-naga-raré. 2

Three eyes hath His forehead, Fair moon crowns His hair; When Death sought a victim,
Siva’s foot crashed there; Gory streams of blood flowed, Death it was that died,

Such is He, our Father, Umaa at His side;

Where bees hum around, Drunk with honeyed sweetness, Till its groves resound. Dwells He aye in

Thiru-Palanam.
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piraiyum-punalum - sadaimél-udaiyar — parai-pol-vili-gat-péy
uraiyum-ayana — midama-vudaiyar — ulagar-thalai-magan
araiyum-malar-kon - tadiyar-paravi — adal-padal-sey
paraiyum-chankum — paliyum-ova — palana-naga-raré. 3

uramman-nuyargot — dularu-koogai — yalaru-maya-nathil
iravit-poodham - pada-adi - eli-lar-alar-mélai
piraman-ralai-yin — narava-métra — pemman-emai-ya-lum
paraman-bhagavan — paramé-chuvaran — palana-naga-raré. 4
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kulaven-silai-yal — madhil-moon-reri-tha — kollé-rudai-yan-nal
kalava-mayilum — kuyilum-payilum - kadal-pot-kavéri
nala-man-sudai-ya — naruman-kanigal — kudhi-gon-déthi-run-thi
palavin-kanigal — thirai-mun-sérkkum — palana-naga-raré. 5

veelai-kura-lum - vili-san-goli-yum - vila-vin-noliyo-va
moolai-thalai-gon — tadiyar-étha — podiya-mathi-ley-thar
eelai-padugil - ilai-yar-then-gin — kulai-yar-valai-yin
palai-kamu-gin — palam-veel-solai — palana-naga-raré. 6

poyya-moliyar — murai-yal-éthi — pugalvar-thiru-méni
seyyar-kariya — mida-trar-ven-nool — sérndha-akalath-thar
kaiya-dalinar — puna-lal-malgu - sadaimét-pirai-yodum
paiya-darava — mudané-vaithar — palana-naga-raré. 7

mansong-kuyaram - udaiyan-malai-yai — maray-eduthan-rol
anso-dan-sum - arunan-kum - adara-voon-rinar
nansar-sudalai — podineer-anin-dha — namban-vamba-rum
paindha-maraigal — kalani-soolndha — palana-naga-raré. 8

kadiyar-konrai — surumbin-malai — kamal-pun-sadai-yar-vin
mudiya-padimoo - vadiyal-ulaga — mulu-dhum-dhaviya
nediya-neeltha — marai-mél-ayanum - nédik-kana-dha
padiyar-podiya — dakalam-udai-yar — palana-naga-raré. 9
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kandan-kalu-va — munné-yodi - kalavai-kansi-yai
undang-kavar-gal — uraikkum-siru-sol — lorar-pa-rat-ta
vanda-marai-yin — malar-mél-narava — madhu-vay-miga-vundu
pandan-keluma — vandiyal-seyyum — palana-naga-raré. 10

véymu-thongi — virai-mun-para-kum - vénu-puran-than-nul
navuy-thanai-ya — thira-lan-mikka — nyana-sam-banthan
pésat-Kiniya — padal-payilum - peruman-palanath-thai
vayit-polintha — malai-path-thum — vallar-nal-laré.

Thiruchitrambalam
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thévaram pathigam references: for information about the life of saint thiru nyana-sambanthar &
Online:

- www.projectmadurai.org

his complete works, visit:

. . . www.skandagurunatha.org/deities/siva/nayanars/27.as,
. www.shaivam.org/tamil/thiru01.htm 8 8 Y P

. www.thevaaram.org

Texts:
] Karunamayi, Sri Sri Sri Vijayesari Devi. Sri Suktam with Samputita Sri Suktam.
Bangalore: Sri Matrudevi Viswashanthi Ashram Trust, 2004.

»  Kingsbury, F. et al. Hymns of the Tamil Saivite Saints.
London: Oxford University Press, 1921.
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