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bhagavan Sri skanda / §ri agasthya munivar swamigal’s
sri lalitha navarathna malai pathigam

(introduction)
(The poetical 9-jeweled adornment of goddess sri lalitha)

By Sri Skanda’s Warrior of Light

$ri lalitha navarathna malai pathigam is beautiful and very moving song composed by bhagavan
$ri skanda on Goddess Lalithaa Ambikai at Thiru-meeya-chur — it was then given as part of
upadesam to $ri agasthya munivar swamigal. ‘Nava-’ means ‘nine’ and ‘Ratna’ denotes ‘jewels’
and ‘Maalai’ means ‘necklace.” This composition describes the blessings of Devi via the
characteristics of the navaratnas (vairam, neelam, muthu, pavalam, manikkam, maragadham,
komédhagam, padhumaragam, vaidooriyam). Sri Skanda composed this song into a 9-jewelled
necklace & garland to adorn his beautiful and compassionate and ever-loving Mother - Goddess
Lalitha.

Note by Sri P.R. Ramachander

This is a very moving prayer to Goddess Lalitha. It is divided in to nine sections and each sections
gets its name from one of the nine precious gems. Though in some of the stanzas, the name of the
gem occurs, in others, the name of the gem is not used as its name but is split in to two and while
singing, you will hear the name of the gem.
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Guide to pronunciation
= From “Sri Suktam with Samputita Sri Suktam.’

(Karunamayi, Sri Sri Sri Vijayesari Devi. Sri Suktam with Samputita Sri Suktam.
Banglaore: Sri Matrudevi Viswashanthi Ashram Trust, 2004.)

s

This guide is based on American pronunciation of words, and is therefore not a perfect
representation of Sanskrit sounds.

Sanskrit Vowels

a like a in nap

a like a in father

é like ay in may

i like i in pin

i like ee in sweet

0 like o in rose

u like u in put

i like oo in food

ha pronounce as a faint echoing of the previous vowel; e.g. ah: would

be pronounced “aha”; ih: would be pronounced “ihi”’; uh: would be
pronounced “uhu”; etc.

ai like ai in aisle

au like ow in cow

Sanskrit Consonants

b like b in bird

bh like b h in job hunt
ch like pinch

d like d in dove
dh like d h in good heart
g like good

gh like g h in log hut

bhagavan sri skanda / $ri agathiyar munivar swamigal’s

$ri lalitha navarathna malai thiru pathigam
thiruchitrambalam

h like h in hot

j like j in job

jh like dgeh in hedgehog

jii like ng y in sing your

k like k in kite

kh like ck h in black hat

1 like 11in love

m like m in mother

fi like n in pinch

p like p in soap

ph like ph in up hill

r rolled like a Spanish or Italian “r”

s like s in sun

$ sometimes like s in sun, sometimes like “sya” sound
t like rt in heart

th like t h in fat hat

v like v in love, sometimes like w in world
y like y in yes

*t, th, d, dh, and n should be pronounced with the tongue placed against the
protruding slightly beyond the upper teeth.
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bhagavan Sri skanda / §ri agathiyar munivar swamigal’s
sri lalitha navarathna malai thiru pathigam

|| guru invocation ||

nyana - ganésha - sharanam - sharanam
nyana - skanda - sharanam - sharanam
nyana - sadgiira - sharanam - sharanam
nyana-nanda - sharanam - sharanam

1 surrender, surrender to you - Ganesa with divine wisdom,

1 surrender, surrender to you - Subrahmanya with divine wisdom,
1 surrender, surrender to you - holy guru with divine wisdom,

1 surrender, surrender to - Nyana-nanda.

|| kappu ||
[Protection]

akkum-tholi-ain - dharana - tranalam
pookum - nagaiyal - buvanéswari-pal
sérkum-navarath - thina-mal - lai-yi-nai
kakum - ganana - yaga-va - ranamé

When the five handed one does the job of creation, Oh Elephant who is the chief of the Ganas,
You would see that this garland with nine gems,

Reaches the Mother of the universe,

Who has a smile like a pretty flower.
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matha jaya om lalithambigaiyé
matha jaya om lalithambigaiyé
matha jaya om lalithambigaiyé
matha jaya om lalithambigaiyé

Victory to Divine Mother Lalithambika.

|| vairam ||

[Diamond]

katrum theliyar - kadé gadhiyay
kan-moodi-nedun-ganava - nathavam

petrum thériyar - ninai yen - nilavam

perugum - pilaiyén - pésa - thagumo

patrum - vayira - padaival - vayira

pagai-var - kemana-ga-eduth - thavalé
vatra-dha-arut - chunaiyé varivay

matha jaya om lalithambigaiyé (matha jaya om...) 1

When the very learned ones do not understand Her,

When those who close their eyes and do long penance,

Also do not understand Her - how can I - whose wrong doings are ebbing out,
Be suitable to speak of Her? The One who holds a diamond sword,

Becomes a God of Death to Her enemies,

Please come oh never drying spring of mercy.

Victory to Mother Lalithambika. (Victory to Mother Lalithambika...)
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|| neelam ||

[Blue Sapphire]

moolak-kanalé - sharanam - sharanam

mudiya mudhalé - sharanam - sharanam
kolak-kiliyé - sharanam - sharanam

kundra-dha-oli - kuvaiyé - sharanam

neela-thiru-mé - niyilé - ninai-vay

ninai-vat-treli-yén nindrén - arulvay

valai-kumari - variivay - variivay

matha jaya om lalithambigaiyé (matha jaya om ...) 2

1 surrender, surrender to the original fire,

1 surrender, surrender to the ever lasting first one,

1 surrender, surrender to the pretty decorated parrot,

1 surrender, surrender to the non dimming light,

With the thought based on your blue body,

This poor being stands before you, please shower your grace.
Come, come oh pretty lass. (Victory to Mother Lalithambika...)
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|| muthu ||

[Pearl]

miith-thé-varum-muth - tholila - tridavé
miin-nin-dra-ria-lum - miadhalvi - charanam

vithé - vilévé - charanam - charanam

védan-taniva - siniyé - charanam

thathé-riya-nan - dhanaiyan - thay nee

sa-ga - dhavaram - tharavé - variavay
math-thé-ratha-dhi - kinai-val - vadaiyén

matha jaya om lalithambigaiyé (matha jaya om ...) 3

1 surrender to the primeval one, who stands,

In front and blesses the holy trinity who does their three tasks,

1 surrender to her who is the seed as well as the harvested produce,

1 surrender to her who lives in and is the essence of the Vedas,

I, who have lost my senses, am the son and you the Mother,

Please come and grant me deathlessness (freedom from birth),

To me who is like the rope that churns the curd,

And which can never ever change. (Victory to Mother Lalithambika...)
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|| pavalam ||

[Coral]

andhi-mayan-giya - vana - vidhanam
annai-nadam-séyyum - ananda-médhai
sin-dhai-niram - pavalam-poli - paro

thém-boli-lam - ithu - séi-thava - yaro
yen-thai-idath-thum - mana-dhum - iruppal
yen-nu-bavar-karul - ennam - igunth-thal
mandhira-védha-mayap-porul-lanal

matha jaya om lalithambigaiyé (matha jaya om ...) 4

The sky after the onset of dusk,

Is the joyful stage where the Mother dances,

Will she bless me with wisdom to fill my thoughts,

And who is it that caused this rain of honey?

She is in our mind wherever we are,

And she showers her grace on those who think about her,

And she is the one who pervades all the mantras and Vedas. (Victory to Mother Lalithambika...)

bhagavan sri skanda / $ri agathiyar munivar swamigal’s
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|| manikkam ||

[Star Ruby]

kana-kidaiya - gathiya - navalé

garida-kidaiya - kalaiya - navalé

poona-kidaiya - poliva - navalé

punaiya-kidaiya - pudhimai - thavalé
nanith-thiru-na - ma-mum-nin - stuthi-yum
navila-thavarai - nada - dhavalé

manik-ka-oli - kathiré - varavay

matha jaya om lalithambigaiyé (matha jaya om...) §

She who is the goal that cannot be seen,

She who is the arts that cannot be imagined,

She who is the beauty that no one has,

She who is the newness that cannot be essayed,

She who does not go near those who due to shyness

Do not recite, her name and prayers

Oh sparkle of star ruby, please come. (Victory to Mother Lalithambika...)
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|| maragadham || || komédhagam ||

[Emerald] [Zircon aka Hessonite]

mara-gadha-vadivé - charanam - charanam
madhiiri-tha - padhamé - charanam - charanam
sura-padhi-pani-yath - thigal-vay - charanam
sruthi-jathi-layamé - isaiyé - charanam
ara-hara-siva-yen - adi-yavar-kuluma
avar-arul-péra-arul - amudhé - charanam
vara-nava-nidhiyé - charanam - charanam

matha jaya om lalithambigaiyé (matha jaya om ...) 6

1 surrender to her who is the form of the emerald,

[ surrender to her who is the sweet destination,

1 surrender to her who is saluted by the king of devas,

1 surrender to her who is music and mingling of dance and sound,

1 surrender to her who When the devotees gather saying

“Hara, Hara Shiva”, blesses them to get his grace

1 surrender to her who is the new divine treasure. (Victory to Mother Lalithambika...)
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pooméviya-nan - puriyum - séyal-gal
pondra-dhu-payan - kundra - varamum
thi-mé-lidinum - jaya sakthi-yéna

thida-may - adiyén - moliyum - thiramum
komé-dhaga-mé - kulir-van - nilavé

kulal-vay - moliyé - tharuivay - tharavay
ma-méru-vilé - valarko - kilamé

matha jaya om lalithambigaiyé (matha jaya om...) 7

The acts of devotion done by me are ,

Not sufficient, still O generous One, give and give me endless boons,
And also the power of shouting “Victory to you goddess”,

Even if I am put up on a glowing fire,

Oh gem like the Zircon, Oh cool moon of the sky,

Oh music of the flute, Oh Cuckoo of the mount Meru. (Victory to Mother
Lalithambika...)
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|| padhumaragam || || vaidooriyam ||
[Yellow Sapphire] [Cat’s eye]

ranjani-nandini - angani - padhuma
ra-gavi - 1a-sa - vyapini - amba
sanchala-roga-nivarani - vani
sambavi-chandra-kala-dhari - rani
anjana-méni - alan-krutha-poorani
amriutha-svariipini - nithya - kalyani
manjila-méri - sran-gani - vasini

valai-yot-thavinai - kalaiyot - thama-nam
marulap-parai-yat - roli-yo - thavi-thal
nilai-yet-tréli-yén - mudiya - thagumo
nigalam-thugala - gavaram tharuvay
alaivat-trasai-vatru - anuboothi pérum
adiyar-mudival - vay-door-iyamé
malai-yath-thuvasan - magalé - varaivay

matha jaya om lalithambigaiyé (matha jaya om ...) 8 matha jaya om lalithambigaiyé (matha jaya om...) 9
Goddess who makes peace, who has divine bliss,

Who has pretty limbs, who transcends all things,

Who is the shine of sapphire, who is the Mother,

Who cures the disease of indecision, Who is Saraswathi

Who is the consort of Siva, who is the Queen who wears the crescent,
Who has a completely decorated black body, On the head of devotees who pray without movement and desires,

Who is the form of nectar, who is forever good, Oh daughter of Malayadwaja pandya, please come. (Victory to Mother
And who lives on the peak of pretty Meru mountain. (Victory to Mother Lalithambika...) Lalithambika...)

Due to the net-like fate and a crescent-like changing mind,
And also due to fear of all that one hears from any sound,
Should the poor me be completely destroyed,

Please give me a boon that destroys all my desires,

Oh gem of cat’s eye — Who is always present
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|| payan ||

[Benefits of chanting sri lalitha navarathna malai]
yeva-reth-thina-mum - isaivay - lalitha

navarath-thina-ma - lai-navin - dri-duvar
ava-rar-butha-sakthi-yellam - adaivar
siva-rath-thina-may - thigal-var - avaré (matha jaya om ...)

All those who read “the nine gem garland to Lalitha”

With willingness and desire - daily without fail

Without doubt will have fulfilled all needs in life (material & spiritual) & attain occult powers
And will shine like the Siva Gem. (Victory to Mother Lalithambika...)

jaya shiva ramani - giira guha janani - jaya mana-vana-harini
jaya om sri matha - matha - jaya jaya - jagan matha
matha jaya om sri matha - matha - jaya jaya - jagan matha

Victory to her who pleases Siva - Victory to Mother of Subrahmanya - Victory to her who steals
the forest of the mind (captivates those minds of devotees)

Victory to Mother - Om victory to Mother - Victory, victory to the Mother (of all).

om lalitha deviyaischa vidmahé
parabrahma mahishi dhimahi
thannah prathamasaktih: prachodhayat

Let me meditate on the Divine Mother Lalitha, - Oh, source of all creation, give me higher
intellect, - And let the Goddess Lalitha illuminate my mind.
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sri lalitha navarathna malai thiru pathigam references:
Online:

www. geetham.net/forums/showthread.php?29635-Lalitha-Navarathnamalai-H-H-Guruji-Haridoss-Giri-Swami
new.music.yahoo.com/mahanadhi-shobana/albums/navarathiri-naayakiyae-vol-2--

29226391; ylt=ArCb5GVIpgxS8IdJIUCSX8OxCUv
www.pulivahanan.wetpaint.com/page/LALITHA+NAVARATHNA+MAALAI!!!
www.smashits.com/music/devotional/play/songs/7333/navarathiri-naayakivae-vol-2/67933/lalitha-navarathna-
maalai.html

www.stotraratna.sathvasaibababrotherhood.org/g113. htm

www.youtube.com/watch?v=LglEDFI2JRS8

www.youtube.com/watch?v=SRYWRITYVJU

Texts:

Balu, Meekakshi. Shree Lalitaa Sahasranaama Stotram & Lalitaa Pancharatnam & Lalitaa Navaratna Maalai.

Chennai: M.B. Publishers, 2007.

%
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